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Call for Proposals 

Proposals are now being accepted for a one-hour symposium sponsored by the Human-
Animal Interaction Section (Section 13 of Division 17) of the American Psychological 
Association.  This proposal is for a one hour-long symposium that will be presented at the 
2014 American Psychological Association conference in Washington, DC. See additional 
details below regarding this type of submission.  

 
Content 

Proposals may include empirical studies, theoretical considerations, or other relevant  
topics relevant to Human-Animal Interaction. Although the division widely represents 
Human-Animal Interaction, and all proposals will undergo a standardized review process by 
members of the governing board, we are particularly interested in proposals related to 
Animals and Interpersonal Violence. Proposals should include enough detail for reviewers 
to judge the overall format and contribution of the scholarship. Participants can submit as 
individuals or as collaborative groups of professionals. 

 
Description of Symposia 

A symposium is a focused session in which multiple participants present their views about a 
common theme, issue, or question. The views may or may not be adversarial and may or 
may not be supported by brief mention of relevant data. The format of a symposium usually 
consists of an introduction to the topic by the chairperson to provide the audience with a 
background for the ensuing discussion. Participants then present their viewpoints, followed 
by interchange among participants and between the audience and participants. Often the 
symposium will end with an overview of the proceedings by the chairperson or a discussant. 
Most important, a symposium is not a paper-reading session. Participants should prepare 
presentations in advance so that the chairperson or discussant can prepare a coherent 
summary. Participants are encouraged to speak from notes; reading papers detracts from the 
spirit of the symposium. The chair or discussant should not give a separate presentation. 
Their role is to integrate, interpret, and highlight the essential issues raised by participants.  

 
Proposal Requirements: In your proposal document, please include the following. 

• Title of symposium 



• Brief content description (250 characters, including spaces, to appear in online mobile 
versions of the Convention Program) 

• Chairperson: Name, highest educational degree, institution/business information 
(department, school, agency, company, etc., city and state), email and complete mailing 
address, and membership status (including APAGS membership). 

• Participants and/or discussants in order of presentation: Names, highest educational 
degree, institution/ business information, email and complete mailing address, titles of 
contributions, and membership status (including APAGS membership). 

• A 500 – 700 word general summary, to include a summary of each participant’s 
contribution (if multiple participants.) 

 
Submission Process 

To submit your proposal, attach proposal by email to kwycoff@worcester.edu. Identify in 
the subject line of the email: “APA Symposium Proposal – Title of Symposium.” If you do 
not send your proposal in this format, your proposal will not be reviewed for this session.  
Please visit our website, for additional information. http://www.apa-hai.org/human-animal-
interaction/. 
 

 
Notifications of proposal status and presentation instructions will be 

sent via email after December 1, 2013.  
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